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WELCOME TO REAL ESTATE LIVES

13TH ANNUAL

Real Estate Lives is your source for job postings, networking opportunities, mentoring,
PANCAKES
training, support groups and special events which will help you find your next great
employment opportunity.
“ZOOMCAKES”
BREAKFAST
YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS
GUEST SPEAKERS THIS YEAR’S VIRTUAL PANCAKES
CAKES BREAKFAST!
Keynote Speaker

Water Street Tampa Update

Jim
Shimberg
Executive Vice
President, Strategic
Property Partners

Mercedes
Angell
Senior Director
Cushman & Wakefield

Mike
Callahan

Planning & Urban
Design Coordniator
City of Tampa

Joanne
Sullivan

Director of
Community Relations
University of
South Florida

November 4, 2021 via ZOOM Video Conference
8:45 am: Online Networking
9:00 am to 10:15 am: Program
Keynote Speaker Jim Shimberg, Executive Vice President
with Strategic Property Partners, will discuss Water Street
Tampa, the $3.5 billion, 56-acre mixed-use real estate
development under construction in downtown Tampa along the
waterfront. As one of the largest and most transformational
project in Tampa’s history, Jim will discuss its impact and the jobs
it will bring to the area.
In addition, we will reveal a BIG ANNOUNCEMENT about
the future of Real Estate Lives!
Additional notable speakers will include:
– Mercedes Angell, Senior Director, Cushman & Wakefield
– Mike Callahan, Planning & Urban Design Coordinator, City of Tampa
– Joanne Sullivan, Director of Community Relations, University of South Florida
Water Street Tampa Update • Giveaways • Guest Speakers • Trivia • Recognitions

FREE EVENT! REGISTER TODAY! LINK BELOW
https://reltampa2021pancakes.eventbrite.com

RECEIVE A $20
FIRST WATCH GIFT CARD
First 100 people to register
and attend plus an additional gift!
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continued on pg. 2
SAVE-THE-DATE!

It will be another fun Zoom event like last year with games and prizes.

All Real Estate Lives
meetings use
the same Zoom
Call-in Information:

NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES

https://zoom.us/j/454980992
Meeting ID: 454 980 992

REL Annual Holiday Party
December 14th, 2021 - starting at 6pm
Practice round starts at 5:30pm

Universally acknowledged as the #1 tool for gaining re-employment, REL offers multiple
internal networking opportunities. All are very popular and highly successful.
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SMALL GROUP FORUM (FREE)
Every Tuesday, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm via Zoom.
Zoom conference call, led by Gregory L. Morgan.
This group holds weekly informal meetings where you share “who you are,
where you’ve been, where you are now, and where you would like to be.”
Let’s see how we can help each other!

GENERAL MEETING (FREE)
First Thursday of every month, 9:30 am via Zoom with special guest speakers.
Next meetings: Nov. 4th - ZoomCakes and Dec. 2nd - General Meeting

REBUILDERS MEETING (FREE)
After General Meeting, first Thursday of every month, 11:00 am via Zoom.
This group meeting provides a confidential, safe and casual atmosphere where
the goal is to help Rebounders deal with stress, discouragement, relationship
issues, self-esteem and/or fear.

THURSDAY TRAINING WORKSHOPS – EVENING (FREE)
Third Thursday of every month, 5:15 pm via Zoom with special guest trainers
Next Training: November 18th, another exciting trainer!

NOTE: Video conference is STRONGLY
PREFERRED, but if you can’t join via video,
call in to (253) 215-8782 or (301) 715-8592.

Be sure to check REL’s calendar
for a list of all upcoming
meetings, trainings, job fairs
and events!

CHECK OUR JOB BOARD
FOR OPPORTUNITIES

realestatelives.org/jobs

Are You Facing
an Emotional or
Financial Crisis?

The Crisis Center of
Tampa Bay can help.

Simply dial 2-1-1
(813-964-1964)
from your phone or visit:
www.211atyourfingertips.org

For additional resources visit
realestatelives.org
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

We are exactly where we’re supposed to be.

Gregory L.
Morgan
President of
Career Rebound

This simple expression came to me many
years ago, when I was going through a
challenging time. The thought occurred to
me that we create most of our own misery.
We place ourselves in circumstances, as
described by us, that are primarily negative.
These identical circumstances can be joyful for
another person.

Who knows what began this drama in our
lives, and frankly, who cares? What I do know
is that it is a very common occurrence. Several
individuals could be in exactly the same space
and look at it entirely differently.
When it came to me that I am exactly where
I’m supposed to be, it also occurred to me
that I am then responsible for how I respond
to where I am. This was a great aha! moment
in my life! It may seem a little hokey, but it’s
extremely empowering.
Remember if you’re a Rebounder, you’re
exactly where you’re supposed to be, and
we have proof. You’re exactly where you are.
Now from this point, you create your future.

The best way to create your future is to be
grateful for your current circumstances.
At Real Estate Lives, our goal is to shepherd
you from this moment, and help you move
forward. Recognize that this moment is
exactly where you’re supposed to be and enjoy
it, cradle it, love it; and, use it as a springboard
towards your next opportunity.
We invite you to share your circumstances
with us and we are here to help.
Gregory L. Morgan
gregorylmorgan@gmail.com
linkedin.com/in/gregorylawtonmorgan
(813) 334-4734

“I’m very excited about my new position! I wanted to make sure that you guys know I would never
have landed this job without your wonderful, selfless conditioning and guidance over the last year!
Thank you again for all the personal time you spend!” Simon O.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
TO OUR RECENT SPEAKERS
Larry LaBelle

Lynne M.
Williams, Ed.D.

Bill Clinebell

Executive Director
Great Careers Group & BENG

Managing Partner
Relofant formaly
Relocation Strategies
Tampa

Gregory Williams

Lou Ricca

Joe Jones

Principal & Co-Founder
Cardinal Point
Management, LLC

Award-Winning
Strategic Communications
Professional

Founder
Transition Masters

Owner and CEO
Win A Job Fast, Inc.

Dan Woodward
Sr. Vice President,
Tampa Market Leader
Highwoods Properties

Be sure to check REL’s calendar for a list of all upcoming
meetings, trainings, job fairs and events!
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2ND ANNUAL

JACK BRUBAKER JR.
MEMORIAL GOLF CLASSIC
The 2nd Annual Jack
Brubaker Jr. Memorial
Golf Classic, held at
the Carrollwood
Country Club on
Jack Brubaker Jr. September 13th,
(1946-2019)
was a HUGE success!
A committee of 17 volunteers did
an outstanding job of planning and
execution for the big day. There was
a field of 126 avid golfers, a silent
auction, contests and prizes, and the
weather was picture perfect!

very successful
“ Another
Jack Brubaker Jr.
Memorial Golf Classic.
The committee did
an outstanding job
organizing and generating donations for the
benefit of Real Estate
Lives and Autism Shifts.
You know it’s a success
when participants
thank you for putting it
together and can’t wait
for next year. ‘Here’s to
you, Jack!

”

Scott Gray,
Chairman of the event

NEXT YEAR’S TOURNAMENT - OCTOBER 17, 2022
www.brubakergolfclassic.com

Carrollwood Country Club

THANKS TO EBI SURVEYING AND ALL OUR GOLF CLASSIC SPONSORS!
E.B.I. Surveying

TIPS FOR LOOKIN’ GOOD ON ZOOM
Joe H. Jones
Founder,
Transition Masters
transitionmasters.org

Zoom has become a common part of life
these days, but many people still don’t
know how to best present themselves
on Zoom! Here are eight quick tips on how to
look good on Zoom.

2. Position – You need your eyes to be 2/3
of the way up the screen with a little room
above your head, and shoulder level at the
bottom. Be looking level with the camera –
not up or down.

6. Make sure your microphone and
camera are working properly by testing
them each time they are used.

3. Clothing – wear solids or pastels. Small
prints (particularly vertical and horizontal
stripes) don’t show clearly on camera.
And do not wear green clothing – it will
disappear when shown on a green screen.

8. Mute your microphone when not
speaking to keep background noise
minimal.

4. Consider using a false background
image (taken from Google Office backgrounds). This helps a disarrayed office
appear very sharp.

1. Lighting – make sure your face is clearly
illuminated. Do not sit with a bright light
source behind you (like a window). It
makes your face become a silhouette.

5. Make sure there are no distractions
(dogs or pets, people walking through the
background, and be sure that any jewelry
is not large and distracting.

7. Use the video, or at least a photo
rather than a blank screen.

transitionmasters.org

These tips come from the program
“Lookin’ Good On Zoom” developed
and presented by Joe H. Jones. If you would
like to learn more about this program, visit
www.transitionmasters.org.
Joe H. Jones
joejones@tampabay.rr.com
linkedin.com/in/joehjones

THINKING ABOUT STARTING YOUR OWN BUSINESS?
Annebelle Ship
Founder and
CEO of Bootstrap
Business School, Inc.

If so, you’re in good company, as the
current pandemic has fueled a huge
interest in business ownership. So, what
holds you back from taking the leap into entrepreneurship? Are you afraid of the financial
risks? Worried about leaving the security of
your job? Think you need an MBA?

build detailed Action Plans. It gives them a
step-by-step roadmap to follow instead of
a document that is usually stuck in a drawer
and ignored. You build your Action Plan by
diving deep into the Who, What, When, Where,
Why and How of starting your business.

Don’t Quit Your Day Job!

People often come to us with huge dreams,
but large projects are actually accomplished
by taking small steps. Most businesses can
be broken down into something smaller that
will immediately start to generate income and
then can slowly build up toward the ultimate
“Big Dream” business. For instance, if you want
to start a restaurant, begin with a booth at
a Farmer’s Market and start building your
reputation. Then, you can grow into a food
truck business or put a small cafe inside an
existing boutique. As you save up money
and build a following, you’ll be able to safely
open that restaurant. Meanwhile, you’ll have
learned the ropes with a lot less financial risk
and developed a following in your community
that will serve you well in the future.

Quitting your job to be “all in” on your new
enterprise puts unnecessary pressure on your
fledgling business. If you can retain your salary
and benefits at the start, you won’t have to
withdraw profits from the business, and you’ll
be able to reinvest your earnings to grow your
enterprise. You may have to wake up earlier,
stay up later, and devote your weekends to
making your dream come true, but it’s great
training for the hard round-the-clock work
it will take to turn your business into an
“overnight success.” Don’t quit your job until
your business profits can comfortably cover
your personal expenses.

Yes, starting a small business can be risky, but
there is a better way to start that doesn’t put
you at financial risk and doesn’t require extensive business training. At Bootstrap Business
School, a 501c3 non-profit organization based
in the Tampa Bay area, we run intensive Boot
Camps to teach people how to start their own
businesses quickly and on a shoestring budget.
Here are our main approaches:

Think Action Plan not Business Plan
Writing a business plan can be daunting even
for seasoned entrepreneurs and is basically a
guessing game if you don’t have any experience. Instead, we teach our students how to

Bootstrap or Bust
Do not borrow money or risk your life savings.
Figure out how you can sell your product or
service before delivering it. Crowdfunding
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platforms such as Kickstarter and Indiegogo
can help you spread the word, but it doesn’t
have to be that formal. Design a website,
start posting on social media, and offer your
product or service at an early bird discount.
Bonus - the marketplace will tell you if you’re
on the right track!
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THINK BIG, but Take Small Steps

Annebelle Ship
BootstrapBschool.org
linkedin.com/in/annabelleship

YOU DOING YOU

“

Daniel Francis
Life Coach,
Alive ‘n Well
www.Alivenwell.net

I’m old enough to remember stories
about popular TV personality, Bishop
Fulton Sheen, with his series “Life is
Worth Living” attracting more prime
time viewers than Milton Berle.
With that invisible “angel” erasing his
chalkboard, he said things like, “Nothing ever
happens in the world that does not happen
first inside human hearts” and “We become
like that which we love. If we love what is
base, we become base; but, if we love what is
noble, we become noble.”
In a similar vein, this quote by Keith Yamashita
came to my attention and I admire the
simplicity:

How we spend our
time is how we
spend our days.
How we spend
our days is how
our life goes. How
our life goes determines whether
we thought it was
worth living.

”

To follow his logic backwards is to ask the
questions… How am I spending my time?
What motivates me to do the things I’m

doing? Am I wasting time or, worse, not paying
attention to nutrition, exercise, meditation, or
other routines?
As a life coach, one of my initial conversations
is about the REASONS for self-improvement.
Is there a sense that something is wrong and
needs fixing? Fine. But when someone feels
that the something wrong is THEM, we have
to do a little thought tweaking.
To do what is good for you is, for sure, to
solve problems (over-eating, procrastination,
disorganization). But what if there is a shift in
the way you think... and you say to yourself:
“I am doing me! I’m watching what I eat (or
journaling or whatever) as an act of self-loving
kindness... not so much to fix a problem or
deal with an issue, but because it’s the right,
good, amazing thing to do for myself!”
Daniel Francis
Life Coach
www.Alivenwell.net

JOE JONES RECEIVES THE SUSIE STEINER
COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD
On September 3rd, the esteemed Susie Steiner Community Impact Award for Entrepreneurship
was awarded to our very own Joe Jones. It is given annually for the most contribution to
entrepreneurs through education in the community. The award was presented by the
Hillsborough Community College of Entrepreneurship, by Dr. Andrew Gold and Dr. Beth Kerly.
Joe says he feels “blessed to still be kickin’ at 70; and, it was a great honor
to win this recognition!”
Some things that Joe does:
1. He teaches four workshops every month for entrepreneurs (Pitch Masters,
Pitch Deck Development, Principled Negotiations, and Lookin’ Good on Zoom!).
2. He participates weekly in the One Million Cups program where entrepreneurs
present their businesses.
3. He consults with entrepreneurs on a regular basis.
4. All FREE of charge.

If you aspire to become an entrepreneur or grow your
own business, please visit the Entrepreneur
Collaborative Center or contact Joe Jones at:
www.transitionmasters.org
joejones@tampabay.rr.com
linkedin.com/in/joehjones

“Jordan Metcalf graduated from our Autism Shifts program. Thanks to our partnership with REL,
Jordon received critical mentoring from Jack Brubaker and Greg Morgan, which helped him become
happily employed at Dwell Staging.” Vicky W.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
Antonio Richardson
Barbara Spaulding
Bobbi Grant
Carlene Ulacia
Dan & Marlo Woodward
Eric Blackburn
Fern Management Services
Gregory Morgan
Harvey & Cecille Parido
John Weyrick, Jr.
Julia Silva
Larry Richey
Michaela Gates
Scott Gray
Shawn Ring
Will & Stacy Conroy

YOUR LOVE HONORS OUR MISSION!
Click on logos to go to website

COMMERCIAL
BROKERS

Pam & Gary Winchester

DONATE TO REAL ESTATE LIVES
Real Estate Lives is very thankful for any and all donations! It is the love and generosity of others that has helped our organization offer so many services
to the Tampa Bay community free of charge since 2008. For questions or more information contact Elaine Kennedy Ruyle at elaineruyle@tampabay.rr.com

DONATE ONLINE - CLICK BELOW

BY CHECK
Please make check payable to Real Estate Lives, Inc. and mail to:
Real Estate Lives, Inc.
c/o Elaine Kennedy Ruyle
409 Brier Cliff Drive
Temple Terrace, FL 33617

“Real Estate Lives made a huge impact on my life when I first came to Tampa jobless. I owe a lot
to Greg Morgan, Ron Weaver, and Joe Jones for helping me find my way as the successful Life Coach
I am today!” Daniel F.
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